Elijah’s Departure

2 Kings 2:1-15
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= Was in the Lord’s time and way
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And it came to pass, when the LORD was
about te take up Elijah into heaven by a
whirlwind, that Elijah went with Elisha from

Gilgal.
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= Was in the Lord’s time and way
= |[ncluded the presence of a close companion
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Then Eluah Sald e Ellsha “Stay here,
“please; for the LORD has sent me on to
Bethel.” But Elisha said, "As the LORD
ives, and as your soul Iives, I will not
eave you!" So they went down te.Bethel.
... 4 Then Eljah said to him; “Elisha, stay

here, please, for the LORD has sent me
Lusson to Jericho.” But he said, “As the L ORD
ves, andasyeursoul I|vee- IFwill"not

W leave you'™So they came to Jericho. ... 6

Then Elijah said to him, "Stay here,
please, for the LORD has sent me on to
the Jordan ! But he sald "As the LORD
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Let your conduct be without covetousness; be
content with such things as you have. For
He Himself has said, "I WILL NEVER

LEAVE YOU NOR FORSAKE YOU:" 6 So

we may boldly say: "THE LORD'IS MY

HELPER; | WILL NOT FEAR. WHAT CAN
" MAN DO TOME?" > -

R —




o —

— ——

—

| am He who lives, and was dead, and behold,
["am alive forevermore. Amen. And | have
the keys of Hades and of Death.




= \Was in the Lord’s time and way
= |[ncluded the presence of a close companion
= \Was known in advance by many




N_ow the sons of the prophets who were at
Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to him,
"Do you know that the LORD will take away

your master from over you today?2“And he
said, "Yes, | know; keep silent™ ... 5 Now
_the sons of the prophets who were at
sJericho camestosElisha.andisald tor him, Do
Solrknow that the LORD will take away: your
master from over you today?" So he

answered, "Yes, | know; keep silent!"




But concerning the times and the seasons,
prethren, you have no need that | should
write to you. 2 For you yourselves know

perfectly that the day of the Lord se;comes
as a thief in the night. 3 For when they say,
‘Peace and safety!" then sudden destruction
S Comes Upemthemyas,/aneispams-upona
Spregnant woman. And they shall net escape.
4 But you, brethren, are not in darkness, so

that this Day should overtake you as a thiet.




5 You are all'sons of light and sons of the
day. We are not of the night nor of darkness.
6 Therefore let us not sleep, as others do,
but let us watch and be sober. 7 For those

who sleep, sleep at night, andithese who get
drunk are drunk at night. 8 But let us who
Lware of-therday: be sober, putting on,the
_ Dreastplate oifiaithiandilovesand as a
“Helmet the hope of salvation:.




= \Was in the Lord’s time and way
= |[ncluded the presence of a close companion
= \Was known in advance by many

= | eft those closest to Elijah with-a great deal
of support




A_nd fifty men of the sons of the prophets went
and steod facing them at a distance, while
the two of them stood by the Jordan.




Pure and undefiled'religion before God and
the Father Is this: to visit orphans and
widows In their trouble, and to keep oneself

unspotted from the world.
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= Was in the Lord’s time and way
= |[ncluded the presence of a close companion
= \Was known in advance by many

= | eft those closest to Elijah with-a great deal
of support

S =R\\/as accompanied by greatumiracles
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Now Elijah took his mantle, rolled it up, and
struck the water; and it was divided this way
and that, so that the two of them crossed

over on dry ground.




13 But | do not want'youto be ignorant,
prethren, concerning those who have fallen
asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have

no hope. 14 For if we believe thatJesus
died and rose again, even so God will bring
__with Him,those who sleep in Jesus. 15 For
" this we Saystepyeuby.the werd of the Cord;
Stiatwe who are alive and remain; until the
coming of the Lord will by no means
precede those who are asleep.




16 For the Lord Himself will descend from
heaven with a shout, with the voice of an
archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And
the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we

who are alive and remain shall-be caught up
together with them in the cleuds to meet the
wlkerdinrthe air. And thus,we.shall always be
—with the [Lerdisdi8r Tihereforercomfort one
another with these words.




- _Ihc[uded leaving a heritage to those left
pehind




And so it was, when they had crossed over,
that Elijah said to Elisha, "Ask! What may |
do for you, before | am taken away from
you?" Elisha said, "Please let a double

portion of your spirit be upon.me.” 10 So
he said, "You have asked a hard thing.
welNevertheless, If you see. me when,l.am =
—Taken fromiyeutishalldeersorfor you, butif
“not, it shall not be so.”




For this reason I'will'not be negligent to
remind you always of these things, though
you know and are established in the present

truth. 13 Yes, | think it Is right, asileng as; |
am In this tent, to stir you up by reminding
_you,. 14 knowing that shortly | must put off
Smy tent, Justiasyourl-ordiJests Christ —
“shiewed me. 15 Moreover | will be careful
to ensure that you always have a reminder
of these things after my decease.




ncluded leaving a heritage to those left
nehind

ncluded close fellowship until the end




Then it happened, as they continued on and
talked, that suddenly a chariot of fire
appeared with horses of fire, and separated

the two of them; and Elijah went up:by. a
whirlwind into heaven.




Yea, though | walk through the valley of the
shadow: of death,
| will fear no evil;

For You are with me:
Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.




ncluded leaving a heritage to those left
nehind

ncluded close fellowship until the end

Strengthened the faith of those left behind




And Elisha saw'it, and he cried out, "My
father, my father, the chariot of Israel and its
horsemen!™ So he saw him no more. And he

took hold of his own clothes and tere. them

Into two pieces. 13 He also took up the
— mantle of Elijah that had fallen from him,

Sgnd went lhacksand stoed ByAthe nank of thes
~Jordan.
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. Be faithful until'death, and I will give you
the crown of life.




ncluded leaving a heritage to those left
nehind

ncluded close fellowship until the end

Strengthened the faith of those left behind

Left behind those who woeuld carry on the
Cord’s work in the next generation
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Then he took the mantle of Elijah that had
fallen from him, and struck the water, and
said, "Where Is the LORD God of Elijah?"

And when he also had struck the water, it
was divided this way and that; and Elisha
crossed oyver. 15 Now when the sons of the
— prophetsiwhoavere:fronm JERNCRe Saw  nimn, =
Stiey said, "The spirit of Elijahirests on
Elisha.” And they came to meet him, and

bowed to the ground before him.




A_nd the things that yourhave heard from me
among many witnesses, commit these to
faithful men who will be able to teach others

also.




Included'leaving a heritage to those left
nehind

ncluded close fellowship until the end

= Strengthened the faith of those left behind

= |eft behind those who,would carry on the
= L0rd’s work in the next gemneration

s\asalsoran arrival
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So we are always confident, knowing that
while we are at home in the body we are
absent from the Lord. 7 For we walk by
faith, not by sight. 8 We are confident, yes,
well pleased rather to be absent from the
body and to be present withithe Lord. 9

welierefoerenwe make it our.aim, Whether
—present o ansentytoeewellfpleasing to

SEIm. 10" For we must all appear before the

judgment seat of Christ, that each one may

receive the things done Iin the body,
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