The Future

The Future and Us
Only Partially Under our Control
- Eccl. 11:6

Ecclesiastes 11:6 NASB
Sow your seed in the morning and do not be
idle in the evening, for you do not know
whether morning or evening sowing will
succeed, or whether both of them alike will
be good.

The Future and Us
Only Partially Under our Control
- Eccl. 11:6
It is affected by our actions

The Future and Us
Only Partially Under our Control
- Eccl. 11:6
It is affected by our actions
But also depends on so many other
things - Matt. 24:37-39

Matthew 24:37-39 NASB
"For the coming of the Son of Man will be
just like the days of Noah. 38 "For as in
those days before the flood they were
eating and drinking, marrying and giving in
marriage, until the day that Noah entered
the ark, 39 and they did not understand
until the flood came and took them all
away; so will the coming of the Son of Man
be.

The Future and Us
Only Partially Under our Control
- Eccl. 11:6
It is affected by our actions
But also depends on so many other
things - Matt. 24:37-39
So we should not boast about the future
- Jms 4:13-16

James 4:13-16 NASB
Come now, you who say, "Today or tomorrow we
will go to such and such a city, and spend a year
there and engage in business and make a
profit." 14 Yet you do not know what your life
will be like tomorrow. You are just a vapor that
appears for a little while and then vanishes
away. 15 Instead, you ought to say, "If the Lord
wills, we will live and also do this or that." 16
But as it is, you boast in your arrogance; all such
boasting is evil.

The Future and God
Known by God – Gen 13:14-17; 15:12-21
Controlled by God – Is. 48:8-11
Revealed by God – Dan. 8:19-21

Genesis 13:14-17 NASB
The LORD said to Abram, after Lot had separated
from him, "Now lift up your eyes and look from
the place where you are, northward and
southward and eastward and westward; 15 for
all the land which you see, I will give it to you
and to your descendants forever. 16 "I will
make your descendants as the dust of the earth,
so that if anyone can number the dust of the
earth, then your descendants can also be
numbered. 17 "Arise, walk about the land
through its length and breadth; for I will give it to
you."

Genesis 15:13-16 NASB
God said to Abram, "Know for certain that your
descendants will be strangers in a land that is
not theirs, where they will be enslaved and
oppressed four hundred years. 14 "But I will
also judge the nation whom they will serve, and
afterward they will come out with many
possessions. 15 "As for you, you shall go to
your fathers in peace; you will be buried at a
good old age. 16 "Then in the fourth generation
they will return here, for the iniquity of the
Amorite is not yet complete."

The Future and God
Known by God – Gen 13:14-17; 15:12-21
Controlled by God – Is. 44:24-45:13;
Ez. 1:1-3

Isaiah 44:24-28 NASB
Thus says the LORD, your Redeemer, and
the one who formed you from the womb,
"I, the LORD, am the maker of all things,
Stretching out the heavens by Myself And
spreading out the earth all alone, 25
Causing the omens of boasters to fail,
Making fools out of diviners, Causing wise
men to draw back And turning their
knowledge into foolishness,

Isaiah 44:24-28 NASB
26 Confirming the word of His servant And
performing the purpose of His messengers. It is I
who says of Jerusalem, 'She shall be inhabited!'
And of the cities of Judah, 'They shall be built.'
And I will raise up her ruins again. 27 "It is I
who says to the depth of the sea, 'Be dried up!'
And I will make your rivers dry. 28 "It is I who
says of Cyrus, ' He is My shepherd! And he will
perform all My desire.' And he declares of
Jerusalem, 'She will be built,' And of the temple,
'Your foundation will be laid.'"

Isaiah 45:1-13 NASB
Thus says the LORD to Cyrus His anointed, Whom
I have taken by the right hand, To subdue
nations before him And to loose the loins of
kings; To open doors before him so that gates
will not be shut: 2 "I will go before you and
make the rough places smooth; I will shatter the
doors of bronze and cut through their iron bars.
3 "I will give you the treasures of darkness And
hidden wealth of secret places, So that you may
know that it is I, The LORD, the God of Israel,
who calls you by your name.

Isaiah 45:1-13 NASB
4 "For the sake of Jacob My servant, And Israel
My chosen one, I have also called you by your
name; I have given you a title of honor Though
you have not known Me. … 12 "It is I who
made the earth, and created man upon it. I
stretched out the heavens with My hands And I
ordained all their host. 13 "I have aroused him
in righteousness And I will make all his ways
smooth; He will build My city and will let My
exiles go free, Without any payment or reward,"
says the LORD of hosts.

Josephus - Antiquities xi:2
“Now Cyrus learned this (as to building the
temple) by reading the book that Isaiah
had left of his own prophecies 210 years
before… These things Isaiah foretold
140 years before the Temple was
destroyed. When Cyrus, therefore, had
read them, and had admired their divine
character, and impulse and emulation
seized him to do what was written”

Ezra 1:1-3 NASB
Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, in order to
fulfill the word of the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah,
the LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, so
that he sent a proclamation throughout all his kingdom,
and also put it in writing, saying: 2 "Thus says Cyrus
king of Persia, 'The LORD, the God of heaven, has given
me all the kingdoms of the earth and He has appointed
me to build Him a house in Jerusalem, which is in Judah.
3 'Whoever there is among you of all His people, may
his God be with him! Let him go up to Jerusalem which is
in Judah and rebuild the house of the LORD, the God of
Israel; He is the God who is in Jerusalem.

The Future and God
Known by God – Gen 13:14-17; 15:12-21
Controlled by God – Is. 44:24-45:13;
Ez. 1:1-3
Revealed by God – Is. 48:8-11

Isaiah 46:8-11 NASB
"Remember this, and be assured; Recall it to mind,
you transgressors. 9 "Remember the former
things long past, For I am God, and there is no
other; I am God, and there is no one like Me, 10
Declaring the end from the beginning, And from
ancient times things which have not been done,
Saying, 'My purpose will be established, And I
will accomplish all My good pleasure'; 11
Calling a bird of prey from the east, The man of
My purpose from a far country. Truly I have
spoken; truly I will bring it to pass. I have
planned it, surely I will do it.

The Future Can Be Known By Us
Because it has been revealed by God
– Deut. 29:29; John 14:1-3; Matthew 25:31-46

Deuteronomy 29:29 NASB
"The secret things belong to the LORD our
God, but the things revealed belong to us
and to our sons forever, that we may
observe all the words of this law.

John 14:1-3 NASB
"Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in
God, believe also in Me. 2 "In My
Father's house are many dwelling places;
if it were not so, I would have told you; for I
go to prepare a place for you. 3 "If I go
and prepare a place for you, I will come
again and receive you to Myself, that
where I am, there you may be also.

Matthew 25:31-46 NASB
"But when the Son of Man comes in His
glory, and all the angels with Him, then He
will sit on His glorious throne. 32 "All the
nations will be gathered before Him; and
He will separate them from one another,
as the shepherd separates the sheep from
the goats; 33 and He will put the sheep
on His right, and the goats on the left.

Matthew 25:31-46 NASB
34 "Then the King will say to those on His right,
'Come, you who are blessed of My Father,
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the
foundation of the world. … 41 "Then He will
also say to those on His left, 'Depart from Me,
accursed ones, into the eternal fire which has
been prepared for the devil and his angels; ….
46 "These will go away into eternal punishment,
but the righteous into eternal life."

The Future Can Be Known By Us
Because it has been revealed by God
– Deut. 29:29; John 14:1-3; Matthew 25:31-46

Because we can choose our own destiny
– Rom. 8:28-30; Rom. 2:5-16;
Revelation 22:17

Romans 8:28-30 NASB
And we know that God causes all things to work
together for good to those who love God, to
those who are called according to His purpose.
29 For those whom He foreknew, He also
predestined to become conformed to the image
of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn
among many brethren; 30 and these whom He
predestined, He also called; and these whom He
called, He also justified; and these whom He
justified, He also glorified.

Romans 2:5-10 NASB
But because of your stubbornness and unrepentant heart
you are storing up wrath for yourself in the day of wrath
and revelation of the righteous judgment of God, 6 who
WILL RENDER TO EACH PERSON ACCORDING TO
HIS DEEDS: 7 to those who by perseverance in doing
good seek for glory and honor and immortality, eternal
life; 8 but to those who are selfishly ambitious and do
not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, wrath and
indignation. 9 There will be tribulation and distress for
every soul of man who does evil, of the Jew first and
also of the Greek, 10 but glory and honor and peace to
everyone who does good, to the Jew first and also to the
Greek.

Revelation 22:17 NASB
The Spirit and the bride say, "Come." And
let the one who hears say, "Come." And
let the one who is thirsty come; let the one
who wishes take the water of life without
cost.

The Future Can Be Known By Us
Because it has been revealed by God
– Deut. 29:29; John 14:1-3; Matthew 25:31-46

Because we can choose our own destiny
– Rom. 8:28-30; Rom. 2:5-16;
Revelation 22:17

Any adjustments to our future must
happen in the present
– 2 Cor. 5:20-6:2

2 Corinthians 5:20-6:2 NASB
20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as
though God were making an appeal through us;
we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to
God. 21 He made Him who knew no sin to be
sin on our behalf, so that we might become the
righteousness of God in Him. 1 And working
together with Him, we also urge you not to
receive the grace of God in vain-- 2 for He
says, "AT THE ACCEPTABLE TIME I
LISTENED TO YOU, AND ON THE DAY OF
SALVATION I HELPED YOU." Behold, now is
"THE ACCEPTABLE TIME," behold, now is
"THE DAY OF SALVATION"--

