WHO IS THE
GREATEST?
Luke 22:24-30

Who is the Greatest?
• The Apostles’ Dispute

Luke 22:24 (ESV)
24 A dispute also arose among them, as to which of them
was to be regarded as the greatest.

Luke 9:46–48 (ESV)
46 An argument arose among them as to which of them
was the greatest. 47 But Jesus, knowing the reasoning of
their hearts, took a child and put him by his side 48 and
said to them, “Whoever receives this child in my name
receives me, and whoever receives me receives him who
sent me. For he who is least among you all is the one who
is great.”

Matthew 23:8–12 (ESV)
8 But you are not to be called rabbi, for you have one
teacher, and you are all brothers. 9 And call no man your
father on earth, for you have one Father, who is in heaven.
10 Neither be called instructors, for you have one
instructor, the Christ. 11 The greatest among you shall be
your servant. 12 Whoever exalts himself will be humbled,
and whoever humbles himself will be exalted.

Matthew 20:20–23 (ESV)
20 Then the mother of the sons of Zebedee came up to him
with her sons, and kneeling before him she asked him for
something. 21 And he said to her, “What do you want?”
She said to him, “Say that these two sons of mine are to sit,
one at your right hand and one at your left, in your
kingdom.” 22 Jesus answered, “You do not know what you
are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I am to
drink?” They said to him, “We are able.” 23 He said to
them, “You will drink my cup, but to sit at my right hand and
at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it
has been prepared by my Father.”

Matthew 20:24–28 (ESV)
24 And when the ten heard it, they were indignant at the
two brothers. 25 But Jesus called them to him and said,
“You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them,
and their great ones exercise authority over them. 26 It
shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great
among you must be your servant, 27 and whoever would
be first among you must be your slave, 28 even as the Son
of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his
life as a ransom for many.”

Who is the Greatest?
• The Apostles’ Dispute
• The Lord’s Teaching on True Greatness

Luke 22:25–27 (ESV)
25 And he said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles exercise
lordship over them, and those in authority over them are
called benefactors. 26 But not so with you. Rather, let the
greatest among you become as the youngest, and the
leader as one who serves

Ephesians 4:1–3 (ESV)
1 I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a
manner worthy of the calling to which you have been
called, 2 with all humility and gentleness, with patience,
bearing with one another in love, 3 eager to maintain the
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.

James 4:6–10 (ESV)
6 …Therefore it says, “God opposes the proud, but gives
grace to the humble.” 7 Submit yourselves therefore to
God. … 10 Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will
exalt you.

1 Peter 5:5–6 (ESV)
5 Likewise, you who are younger, be subject to the elders.
Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one
another, for “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the
humble.” 6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty
hand of God so that at the proper time he may exalt you,

Philippians 2:3–4 (ESV)
3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in
humility count others more significant than yourselves. 4
Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also
to the interests of others.

Luke 22:25–27 (ESV)
27 For who is the greater, one who reclines at table or one
who serves? Is it not the one who reclines at table? But I
am among you as the one who serves.

John 13:12–17 (ESV)
12 When he had washed their feet and put on his outer
garments and resumed his place, he said to them, “Do you
understand what I have done to you? 13 You call me
Teacher and Lord, and you are right, for so I am. 14 If I
then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you
also ought to wash one another’s feet. 15 For I have given
you an example, that you also should do just as I have
done to you. 16 Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant is not
greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than
the one who sent him. 17 If you know these things, blessed
are you if you do them.

Philippians 2:5–9 (ESV)
5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in
Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he was in the form of God, did
not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but
emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born
in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in human form,
he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of
death, even death on a cross. 9 Therefore God has highly
exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above
every name,

Who is the Greatest?
• The Apostles’ Dispute
• The Lord’s Teaching on True Greatness
• The Apostles’ Reward

Luke 22:28–30 (ESV)
28 “You are those who have stayed with me in my trials, 29
and I assign to you, as my Father assigned to me, a
kingdom, 30 that you may eat and drink at my table in my
kingdom and sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of
Israel.

Matthew 18:18–19 (ESV)
18 Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be
loosed in heaven. 19 Again I say to you, if two of you agree
on earth about anything they ask, it will be done for them
by my Father in heaven.

Ephesians 2:19–21 (ESV)
19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you
are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the
household of God, 20 built on the foundation of the
apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the
cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole structure, being joined
together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord.

Luke 22:28–30 (ESV)
28 “You are those who have stayed with me in my trials, 29
and I assign to you, as my Father assigned to me, a
kingdom, 30 that you may eat and drink at my table in my
kingdom and sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of
Israel.

Application
• Who is the greatest?
• What makes Him great?
• Can I be great in this way?
• What acts of service will I pursue this week in order to

honor and be like Jesus Christ?
• What reward do I hope to receive?

